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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Applicant's Attorney, Christopher R. Hillberg, Reg. No. 48,740, on 1 1/25/2003. 

In the claims: 

1.1 In claim 9, line 10, after "operational status", prior to "; ancT, insert - , wherein 
the controller changes a frequency at which the sensor measures the electrical 
operating characteristics of the luminaire if a problem is detected with the 
luminaire". 

1 .2 In claim 21 , line 1 0, delete "operational characteristic; " and insert - operational 
characteristic, wherein the frequency at which the sensing means measures the 
electrical operating characteristics of the luminaire is increased when the control 
means determines that the luminaire is operating at less than a predetermined 
efficiency; ". 

1 .3 In claim 35, line 1 5, after "each luminaire", prior to "; ancf', insert - , wherein the 
frequency at which the sensing unit measures the electrical operating 
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characteristics oftiie luminaire is increased when the control unit determines that 
the luminaire is operating at less than a predetermined efficiency ". 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
04, 2003 has been entered. 

Applicant's Amendments 

3. The Amendment filed along with the RCE filed on 10/08/2003 has been entered. 
Claim 1 has been amended, and an extensive remarks on the Examiner's rejection has 
been submitted with the RCE. The present Office Action is made with all the suggested 
amendments and remarl<s being fully considered. 

Pending in this Office Action are claims 1 and 3-44. 


§112 Rejection Withdrawn 
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4. The question regarding claim 44 having been satisfactorily explained by pointing 
out the page & lines in the specification that contain the specific information, the 
previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, is/are now withdrawn. 


Response to Applicant's Remarks 

5. Applicant's extensive remarks regarding Examiner's claim rejections submitted 
with the RCE are found persuasive. Consequently, all the previous claim rejections are 
now withdrawn. 


ALLOWANCE 

6. Claims 1 and 3-44 are allowed. 

Claims 1 and 3-44 are subsequently renumbered by the Examiner to claims 1-43. 


Reasons for Allowance 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
A monitoring system for a luminaire(s), comprising a sensing unit attached to the 
luminaire(s) capable of measuring electrical characteristics including current and 
voltage values at each of the inputs and outputs to (each of) the luminaire(s), a control 
unit to receive the result of measurements that indicate information on the present 
status of the luminaire(s) and is thus capable of providing more detailed information 
about the cause of a failure than just monitoring the operating status, wherein the 
control unit changes the frequency at which the sensor unit measures the 
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electrical operating characteristics of the luminaire If a problem with the luminaire 
is detected, and a monitor coupled to the control unit to display the operating status of 
the luminaire(s), is neither anticipated nor rendered obvious by any prior art. 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Communications 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernard E Souw whose telephone number is 703 305 
0149. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R Lee can be reached on 703 308 4116. The central fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306 for regular communications as well as for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 
0956. 
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